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REMARKS 



'iTATItq ^■^ "r"" APPLICATION 

Non-Final Office Action dated July 07. 2006. 

(I) niRPnsmoN of Claims 

(i) Claims 1-10 are pending in the application. 

(ii) Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

CO Applicant responds to the rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

(ii) Applicant has amended Claims 1 -1 0. 

(iii) Applicant has canceled Claim 1 1 . 

(iv) Applicant has added new Claims 12-19. 



(B) p^co^M^p TO REJFrTinri irr-" '^'^ SC. S 102(b1 



(Bl KESKUW O '- ■m^'-'- 

. on, 7R1 AMD 5.697.4J0RuirEB.^IAL.C!^Mmi 

. . J „rf=r •I"; II S C 5 102(b) as being anticipated by 

r;.:r:r,;T=.:. — ^rrr- 

. , . .„H^r -^-S U S C ^ 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patem 
have been rejected under 35 U.b.o. s iu.iv; 
No 5 697,410 Rutter, ef a/, {hereinafter, "410 patent"). 

sir as having ports therein in fluid communication wfth the apertures, and to raorte 
pluralfty Of defom,abla member, integrally fom,ed at an end of one o the si,^^^^^^^^^ 
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PATENT 

support for these amendments can be found in particular at paragraphs 39. and 45 
to 47 of the present application, as well as in the Figures. 

Dependent Claim 2 has been amended to reflect the changes to Claim 1. 

independent Claim 3 has been amended to recite a container comprising a fitment 
Ta Tetat of amended Claim 1, has an external slider having apertures the., 
prlate an end thereof and the internal slider as having ^'^^ZZZ 
communication with the apertures and an internal slider movable from at le st o a 
Id position to an open position and a plura.^y of defom^able — 'n. r 
Led at an end of one of the sliders, the deformable members be>ng b.ased .n the 
Z potiL so as to return the interna, slider to one of the closed pos.ons upon 
removal of the dispensing connector. 

Dependent Claims 4 and 5 have been amended to depend on Claim 1 and further 
have been amended to reflect the amendments to independent Claim 1 . 

W«h respect to amended Claim 1 and the claims dependent thereon. Applicant 
respectfully submits that the 761 patent does not teach or suggest: 

. an external slider having apertures therein proximate an end thereof and an 
internal slider having ports therein in fluid communication wfth the apertures, 

. Tefom^able members integrally formed at an end of one of the sliders^ the 
defom^able members being biased in the open position so as to return the 
internal slider to a closed position upon removal of the dispensing connector. 

The fitment Of the present invention functions inasubstantlally different fashion than 
that of the 761 patent. 

particularly, in the fitment of the present invention, the valve is opened by the 
dispensing connector pushing the internal slider toward a base of the externa slider^ 
r ntegrel deformable members are biased by the action of opening the valve and 
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connector. 

. .H ..her hand the projeCions on the external valve of the 761 patent are not 
on the other hand, the P I ^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 

. , 7fil oatent valve is a solid post vvithout potts that 
The "internal slider or post of the 761 patent 

external cylinder to bias the valve to a closed position. 

.he761 paten.valvehas.utasin.le.os.positio. -in.i— 

susceptible to failure, rauu present invention 

Rv rontrast the deformable members of the valve or tne p 

patent and the 410 patent. 

Fudher, the integral nature of the deformable men,... simpl.^ P— of the 
valve of the present invention. 

me cumulative effect of a plurality of deformable members. 
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Applicant particularly points to the teaching of the mechanism of action of the 410 
it vaive at Co.. 7, Lines 24-40, as clearly illustrating the d^erences between th,s 
prior art valve and the valve of the present invention. 

Applicant has amended double slider valve Claim 6 to recKe that the -^^^^^ 
1 apertures proximate an end thereof. This amendment provides antecedent 
hi for the apertu^s that were already present in the original claim. Applrcant has 
uTe mended the claim to reCe a plural«y of defom,ahle memhe. ,n tegra V 
ridat an end of one of the Sliders, said defomrable members being b,ased,n he 

Tpen position so as to return the interna, slider to a Cosed pos.on, upon removal of 
the dispensing connector. 

With respect to frtment Cairn 8, App..cant has amended the claim to recite that the 
Irna. Slider has integral biasing means located 7- 
submits that this represents a substantia, advantage over the pnor a^, - that the 
.ain embodiment of the 4tO patent teaches a separate ie^ spnng eemen 
p^eferab^ made of stainless stee, (see Col. 4, Lines 25-27). Th,s adds to the 
oomptexity of the valve and, accordingly, the cost of its manufacture. 

t i:i„,,ro fi nf the 410 patent and the relevant 
Applicant notes the teachings of Figure 8 of the 4iu p 

description at Col. 6, Lines 5-22. In this embodiment, the bias.ng means (a flexible 
apZ.) is apparently a unite, structure .th a post or probe 253^ ^r.,..o 

teaching or suggestion of associating this integral biasing means w.th the externa 
component. The result is a more complicated design that that of the presen 
nvention, 1 the necessity of a probe passing through a wall of the external s de 
nd means to secure «,e diaphragm ^thin the external slider on the intenor de o 
this wall Applicant further notes that the external slider does not appear to have 
; rality of apertures (i.e. there is a single apertu.) nor are 
proximate an end thereof. The single aperture does not align * °rts °n 
•ntema. s.ider to open the valve. As per the other embodiments of the 410 patent 
reference, failure of the flexible diaphragm results in failure of the valve to seal. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that the 410 patent does not teach an W^terna, 
slider having a series of ports therein as the Examiner asserts at page 3 of the July 
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i n/81 2 1 21 GROUP ART UNIT 3754 

APPLICATION NO.: iSisA 

—:r-:r 

Examiner.in fact, refers toa»slider — nng (see410paten , 

. ner Claim 10 Applicant has amended the claim to recite that 
With respect to container Claim iu, app ^ 

1 1 has been cancelled. 

applicant has fu.her added an independent douhle slider valve Cairn . that 
inoLes Integra, biasing means on an external Slider. 

dispensing connector (see e.g., i- 9 internal slider may return 

is opened by engagement ofthe dispensing conn c^or^t ^ ^^^^ 

to a second closed position (see description at paragraph 



application.) 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: 26090-034 

nONCLUSION 

,n View Of the above remaps. Applicants respeotn...y submK that ^*ated grounds o, 
; In have been prope.y traversed, acoon,— , or rendered n,oot and *a a 
complete response has been made to the Non-Fina. Office Acfon ma,led on Ju.y 07, 
2006. 

Therefore Applicants believe that the application stands in condition for allowance 
Ithdral of all grounds of rejection. A Notice of j^^--^^"' 
solicited If the Examiner has questions regarding the application or the contents of 
rXonse, the Examiner is invHed to contact the undersigned at the number 
provided below. 

A three-month extension of time is he^by pet^ioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1.36(3)^ 
Should there be a fee due which is not accounted for, please charge such fee to 
Deposit Account No. 501447. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
By: 

RAKESH H. MEHTA, ESQUIRE 

ATTORNEY For Applicant 
Registration No.: 50,224 
Phone: 302-984-6089 
fax: 302-658-1192 
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Commissioner for Patents 
p O. Box 1450 
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